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Here then begins my apologia for the public
school system: it will be clear that I am disposed to
ask as George III did about the English Church, What
has it done to apologize for? but lest the unwary
reader should complain that he is trapped into un-
expected boredom I will summarize the theses which
I endeavour to maintain.

1.  That Head Masters are not really like deep-sea
fish, and that there are some excuses to be
made for them if they at times appear to be,

2.  That our public schools are a great national
asset, not always appreciated as they deserve.

3.  That  the   commoner  accusations  brought
against them have little basis in fact,

4.  That boys work harder and more intelligently
than they used to work.

5.  That sufficient thought has not yet been given
to the education of the average boy.

6.  That it is a pestilential heresy that everyone
ought to know something about everything.

7.  That I have some ideas which are worth con-
sidering by the teachers of Latin, Greek,
modern languages, history and English: if I
do not add science and mathematics it is not
entirely from modesty, but rather from a well-
grounded fear that no one would believe me.

Benson's story of a telegram received by his father when Truro
Cathedral was consecrated:

Et populus dicat, Flint Lint Butter.
Jtcame from Cambridge, and with that I will leave the reader
Ifework out his own solution.